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FAQS:
STEM ON TRACK NATIONAL FINALS 2026

VENUE
Q. Where will the Test Day and National Finals be held?
A. At Whilton Mill Circuit, near Daventry, Northamptonshire. This is one of the UK’s premier Kart circuits, right in the middle of “motorsport valley” with 7 Formula 1 Teams and Silverstone just a stone’s throw away. Whilton Mill, Whilton Locks, Daventry, Northamptonshire, NN11 2NH
Q. Is the venue accessible e.g. quiet space and prayer room, step free access throughout, disabled parking?
A. Yes, a quiet/prayer space will be made available in the Mill House at Whilton Mill; this will be sign-posted but do also ask staff if required. Yes, the Whilton Mill club house has an internal lift. All other areas are accessible on the same level. Yes, there will be disabled parking available in the VIP parking area, do just let the gate staff know.
Q. Can I bring my dog?
A. No, under no circumstances can any dog or pets attend. This is a venue rule not ours. 
Q. Do you have a Smoking/ vaping area?
A. Smoking/vaping is only permitted in certain designated areas. Please bear-in-mind that this is a schools event.
Q. Will there be strobe lighting/ pyrotechnics?
A. Whilst there will be no flashing lights and the event will take place outside in the daytime; do be aware that there will be some stage lighting and celebratory fireworks during the prize giving ceremony. 
Q. Is there a lost property at the venue?
A.  Yes, this will be situated behind the main Whilton Mill Club House reception desk. 



Q. Is there food available on site?
A. Whilton Mill club house has a cafe/restaurant which will be open and serves a large array of food and drinks, catering to all dietary requirements: see website. There will also be other food vendors there: chips, burgers & icecreams. But do consider students bringing snacks and a packed lunch. Whilton Mill can also offer pre-prepared packed lunches if pre-arranged via: catering@whiltonmill.co.uk  
Q. Is the venue closed to the public on Test & Race days?
A. Yes, only ticket holders, schools/organisations, participants and sponsors will have access to the events. 
Q. Is there Wifi?
A. Yes, free Wi-Fi is available in the clubhouse.

TICKETS & SPECTATORS
Q. Are family, friends and supporters welcome on Test Day?
A. No, not on the Test Day, this is for staff, students and sponsors only. 
Q. Are family, friends and supporters welcome on National Finals Day? 
A. Yes definitely, this is very much encouraged for the NATIONAL FINALS.
Q. Who needs a ticket to attend the events?
A. Participating students and teachers are NOT required to buy a ticket for either event.

If parents or general supporting spectators would like to attend the National Finals they will need to buy a ticket via our website.  This year we are charging a small fee for guests/spectators (£3.00). Using the code STEMSCHOOL70 they will be able to purchase a reduced General Admission ticket. Your team's sponsors can use the code TEAMSPONSOR100 to receive free VIP Tickets.

Please be aware that if not pre-ordered, general admission tickets on the day will be charged at £10 per person.
Q. When will tickets be sent out?
A. They will be sent via email immediately once the online booking process has been completed. 


Q. Do I need to print my ticket?
A. No, simply have the confirmation email available to show on the day. 
Q. What are the discount codes for guest and sponsor tickets?
A. Parents and school guests can use the code STEMSCHOOL70to purchase a General Admission ticket. 

Your team's sponsors can use the code TEAMSPONSOR100 to receive free VIP Tickets. 
Q. Can we bring camping chairs?
A. Yes, seating is limited, so portable chairs are recommended for the spectator areas.

KEY DATES & TIMES
Q. When do the Test Day and Finals take place?
A. Test day is Thursday the 7th of May 2026, National Finals are on Saturday the 20th of June 2026.
Q. What are the registration deadlines for Test Day & National Finals?
A. 30th January
Q. What are the arrival times for the events?
A. Schools should arrive from 8:30am on both days. 
Q. What are the departure times for the events?
A. The final Test Day race is completed at 5:15pm. However, please be aware that your school/organisation's final race may be earlier than that.
The National Finals awards presentation will finish at 6:00pm. 
Q. Can we set-up the day before?
A. No, schools/organisations are not permitted to attend the circuit the day before.





Q. Will there be parking for coaches/mini-buses?
Yes, on the day you will be directed to the top of the paddock area. Once parked, all students will remain on the coach whilst a lead teacher/adult signs-in at reception.


EQUIPMENT
Q. Is safety equipment provided?
A. Yes, helmets, suits and gloves will be provided. Student drivers should wear sturdy and supportive activity footwear (no flipflops, uggs or crocs!).
Q. Can students wear their own helmets?
A. Yes, provided they meet safety standards and are checked by scrutineers.
Q. What do we do if our drivers cannot reach the pedals?
A. This MUST be checked prior to attendance at the on-track events. Work through the Engineering Module 5E 'Driver Ergonomics' to ensure your drivers fit perfectly. There will be seat inserts provided on the day. But you are also encouraged to invest in some 'barrel pedal extenders' should your participants need it. The key check is that they are able to press the brake pedal down firmly. If struggling, please contact: support@espireeducation.co.uk
Q. Do you provide seat inserts?
A. Yes, these will be made available to you at the event. However, these are a shared item, so if you want to guarantee fast pit-stops you are encouraged to purchase your own.
Q. Will spare parts be available to purchase on the day?
A. Yes, the manufacturer's parts truck will be available on the day for any required spares to be purchased.
Q. Will there be cover provided in the pits?
A. Yes, each school/organisation team will have awning cover provided for them, creating a 3x3m pit-bay space per kart.




Q. Can we bring a drone?
A.  No, aerial photography is strictly prohibited by anyone other than our own licensed operators.


INVOICING
Q. When does my school need to pay their Test Day + Race Day + Race Licenses invoice by?
A. An invoice will be sent upon confirmation from the school/organisation of their intention to enter the events. The payment deadline will be +1 month from the point of issue.
Q. What is the entry cost of Test Day, National Finals Day & Race Licenses?
A. Each teams' event entry is just £250 (per kart team). With Racing Licenses costing £50 per driver (4x).
Q. How will it be invoiced?
A. Via the normal channels used during the initial purchase of the STEM On Track programme. Likely via school/organisation's finance teams.

MODULES
Q. What modules are compulsory for drivers?
A. All five of your drivers (4 + 1 reserve) MUST complete all 5 of the Driver Modules: 1DR, 2DR, 3DR, 4DR, 5DR. With a particular emphasis on module 5DR the License Assessment module.
Q. When must all drivers complete their license assessment by?
A. A minimum of +1 month before the Test Day.






PARENTAL CONSENT AND SIGNING-ON
Q. What forms do the parents of drivers need to sign?
A. The two critical forms are: Medical Declaration Form & Parental Consent Form
Q. How do parents sign their consent forms?
A. You/Teacher/Leader Adult must provide the email addresses of the respective parents of the chosen 5 drivers. These email addresses are to be sent to Espire Education's event organiser: jess@elevategm.com. The parents will then be managed through a digital auto-sign process.
Q. Are there any forms parents of non-drivers need to sign?
A. Not from Espire Education. Only the school/organisations normal trip permission forms. However, do note, all student & staff names will need to be written onto the signing-on form on the day itself in order to be covered by the event insurance.
Q. How long do you hold the information for?
A. If there is no incident relating to the young person, all information will be destroyed within +1 month of each on-track event. Otherwise, relevant information will be held until the associated authorities (e.g. medics or insurance) advise that the information is no longer needed. It will then be destroyed with immediate effect.

STUDENTS
Q. Is there a limit to the number of students our school can bring?
A. No. You can bring as many students as you wish to either Test Day or National Finals. They do not even need to have been directly part of the programme. However, you must indicate your estimated number to Espire Education's event organiser as prompted.
Q. What can non-driving students do at the events?
A. Primarily they are there to be mechanics, learn during scrutineering and generally support their team. However, there will also be: a fantastic hands-on STEM Fair, a brilliant Future You (Careers Fair - only at the Finals), a wonderful stage full of fantastic speakers & bands (only at the Finals), plus a whole range of optional/additional activities available to be booked via Whilton Mill (e.g. Archery & Off-Road driving etc).



Q. Do students need prior karting experience?
A. No, prior experience is not necessary. The Test Day is designed to provide training and support for all participants. HOWEVER, we strongly recommend taking them to an indoor kart circuit (ideally multiple times) before the event.
Q. Should they bring any money?
A. Yes, this is recommended, although not necessary. There will be food to buy and merchandise for sale.
Q. Can 6th Formers come to support?
A. Yes, in fact this is very much encouraged. They can come along simply to support your team. Or, if they would like an extra CV booster, they can volunteer to support the event, and join the operations team for the day. "Supported at an F1 backed motorsport event" reads pretty well on a CV! Do let the events management team know if you have 6th Formers you'd like to get more involved: jess@elevategm.com

STEM AND CAREERS FAIR
Q. What is the STEM Fair?
A. Situated in a huge marquee, it is a melting pot of 20+ STEM focused organisations, all of whom will be offering hands-on activities full of practical engagement. Your school/organisation will have a timetabled slot to enjoy it.
Q. What is the 'Future You' Fair?
A. Located behind the Club House, will be a careers fair like no other. Sitting right next to the track, all of the students will explore STEM, Engineering, Motorsport (and more) related organisations; all there to sign-post the possible next steps into careers. Your school/organisation will have a timetabled slot to enjoy it.
Q. What is the Speaker Stage?
A. Found just to the side of the 'Future You' Fair, the stage will play host to a range of special guest speakers in the morning and some live music in the afternoon. Your school/organisation will have a timetabled slot to enjoy it.



WHILTON MILL ACTIVITIES
Q. What are the Whilton Mill additional activities?
A. A collection of optional additional activities such as: archery & off-road driving. Whilton Mill is a kart circuit, but also an activity centre.
Q. How do I book?
A. A booking link will be sent out to you. PLEASE NOTE: the arrangement of these activities are between yourself and Whilton Mill directly. You can book these directly with Whilton Mill via a direct link we will provide.  You must ONLY book them during the designated slots available to you on the timetable.
Q. Can we join on the day?
A. There may be some spaces left on the day, but this cannot be guaranteed. In past years these activities have become fully booked, therefore pre-booking is encouraged to avoid disappointment.

WEATHER
Q. What happens if it rains?
A. We put coats on! All teams will have a covered 3x3m pit-space area. There will be a large STEM Fair Marquee and additional Stretch Tent cover to shelter in. Whilton Mill's club house is also large. Drivers will be provided with wetsuits, and the karts will stay on slick tyres and race through it (unless conditions become undrivable or unsafe, a decision which will lie with the Clerk of the Course).
Q. What clothes should students bring?
A. Most schools/organisations elect for either sports-kit or own clothes to be worn. These must however be "doesn't matter clothes"... no designer brands here please! This is a motorsport/engineering environment, dirty and grime and oil is part-and-parcel of the experience.

PARKING
Q. Is there coach and/or mini-bus parking?
A. Yes, upon arrival you will be directed to park at the very top of the paddock.



Q. Where do additional school cars park?
A. These will also be directed to park at the very top of the paddock on the grassy section.
Q. Where do family/friends/supporters park on National Finals Day?
A. These will be guided down to park in the lower 'meadow' parking area.
Q. Where is VIP parking and who is it for?
A. VIP parking will be available on the 'Smaller Track'. This is for: exhibitors, sponsors, guest schools, Alpine Formula 1 staff and volunteers.
Q. Where should parents park if they are dropping off students?
A. They will pull into the small tarmac area to the immediate left upon entry to the track, directly in-front of the KKC shop, quickly drop-off students and then leave immediately.
Q. Does it cost to park?
A. No, parking is completely free.

FOOD
Q. Can we bring our own food?
A. Yes, please do consider bringing packed lunches and snacks.
Q. Is food available to purchase?
A. Yes, Whilton Mill club house has a cafe/restaurant which will be open and serves a large array of food and drinks, catering to all dietary requirements: see website. There will also be other food vendors there: chips, burgers & icecreams. But do consider students bringing snacks and a packed lunch.
Q. Can we pre-arrange food with the venue for our school?
A. Whilton Mill can offer pre-prepared packed lunches at a very reasonable price if pre-arranged via: catering@whiltonmill.co.uk



Q. Will I be able to access drinking water?
A. Yes, there are free water fountains positioned around the site, as well as bottled water available for purchase.

MERCHANDISE
Q. Will merch be available to purchase on Test Day and National Finals Day?
A. Yes, a range of: t-shirts, pens, bags, caps and Event Programmes will be available.
Q. Can I purchase merch in advance?
A. Yes, all will be made available via the STEM On Track Club Shop both prior and following the events.

VIDEOGRAPHY AND PHOTOGRAPHY
Q. Can we take photos?
A. Yes, lots! Just make sure both yourself and parents/guardians are conscious of your school's photo permissions and avoid taking images of other children's faces.
Q. Can we mount cameras on our kart?
A. Any kart mounted cameras must be securely mounted on karts (with the fixing checked and passed by an official scrutineer) but NEVER mounted to helmets.
Q. Can we mount cameras on helmets?
A. NEVER under any circumstances.
Q. Will Espire Education be taking photography and videography at the events? And will the official photos be available after the event?
A. Yes, there will be several professional photographers and videographers in attendance on the day. All official photos will be made available for free download by the participating school/organisations following the events.





Q. We have a student who is not allowed to feature in videography or photography what do we do?
A. Upon arrival, make this clear to the reception staff who will issue you with a specific wristband for the respective young person. It is then the lead adult's responsibility to ensure this is worn throughout the day in a clearly visible position.

SAFETY
Q. Are we covered under Espire Education's event insurance?
A. Yes, everyone staff & students listed on your on-the-day signing-on form will be covered under Espire Education specific event insurance. Covered up to £10 million for both on & off track activities. Official documents/certificates can be provided on request.
Q. Where is first aid located at the event?
A. There will be one (on Test Day) or two (on Race Day) ambulance crews on site, both manned by a paramedic and technician. These will be easily found, located on the grassy side of the club house.
Q. What happens if there is an accident or medical emergency ON track?
A. Racing will be stopped immediately by the Clerk of the Course (via a Red Flag procedure). They are an extremely experienced individual who will orchestrate the necessary services to attend. The medical vehicle will likely enter the circuit. Under NO circumstances must parents/guardians/teachers/or any non-official adults enter the circuit unless instructed to do so. It is likely that this could slow down the arrival of critical medical support.
Q. What happens if there is an accident or medical emergency OFF track?
A. If the individual(s) involved can move, then they will visit the paramedics, or the ambulance will come to them.
Q. Where should teachers/parents and guardians go if their child is injured on track?
A. Go to where the paramedics have been parked all day, this is where the ambulance will return to once off track.
Q. Will there be safety briefings?
A. Yes. Held both prior to the event online to all lead teachers/adults, but also on the morning of each event where everyone will gather to hear it. Attendance by all people present is compulsory.


Q. Can we access the safety briefing video online?
A. Yes, a link will be made available.
Q. How will Espire Education communicate emergencies with schools/organisations on Test & Race days?
A. These will be communicated primarily via the WhatsApp group, and/or over the paddock area tannoy system.

ACCOMMODATION
Q. We need to stay over night nearby, what do you suggest?
A. Please find the 'Recommended Accommodation' document attached to the information email.
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